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Hello, I am the District Commander 
for Havant and East Hampshire – a 
role I’ve held for eight months now. 

To give you a bit of context, I was 
born and grew up on an ancestral 
farm in Bangladesh – which I still 
own my share of – a modest 7 acres 
of rice fields; which every year is 
farmed by my relatives and my 
share of the produce distributed to 
the poor and needy. 

I mention this to highlight the 
shared understanding I have of 
how impactive nature can be 
to the farming community, and 
indeed how crime like theft of 
farm machinery can have crippling 
impact on harvest and rural 
businesses. 

For this reason my district priority 
for East Hants includes tackling 

rural crime. I’m supported by a 
great team of officers and staff and 
working in partnership, internally 
with our rural crime team and 
externally with partners and 
business. I’m confident we can meet 
this challenge. 

I’m further bolstered by and pleased 
to be introducing the new district 
Inspector Darren Murphy, who is 
an East Hants resident with great 
understanding of the district. 

Darren has over 26 years’ policing 
background, with 18 years of those 
at the Inspector rank in various 
roles across Hampshire and Isle 
of Wight Constabulary. He has a 
strong understanding of just how 
varied rural policing is- and the skills 
needed to do well.

Too many rural crime types are 
simply not seen as crimes to those 
from the more urbanised areas. 
Yet the impact is equal, or indeed 
higher, from the financial impact of 
those crimes. 

The rural areas here have a great 
diversity to understand and learn. 

From huge swathes of agriculture to 
pockets of quite high demographics 
of low income/deprivation levels in 
some communities, to large new 
pockets of housing development 
creating commuter communities.

We have a wide remit but in the 
forthcoming months will be working 
hard, together with the local 
Response Teams and Countrywatch 
Officers, to tackle our rural 
crimes - as well as looking at those 
young people who are causing 
disproportionate harm (whether 
crime or general anti-social 
behaviour). This will be supported 
by our partners from the local 
councils and agencies. 

We are quite open that police alone 
can’t resolve some of these issues, 
but I expect us to be accountable 
and direct to those who can help 
solve, reduce and help to bring 
offenders to justice to do so in this 
fantastic part of the county.

WELCOME TO THE LATEST ISSUE 
OF RURAL TIMES
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In the 16 months I’ve been the 
Police & Crime Commissioner for 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight I 
have met with landowners, farmers, 
gamekeepers and people living and 
working in rural communities. 

The one single message you have 
all impressed upon me is your need 
for more rural police officers, more 

visibility and a greater effort in 
responding to and detecting crime. 

Having assessed the volume of 
crime and the impact on local rural 
areas, I’ve taken steps to start to 
redress the balance. 

I’m working on plans to bring 
back ‘area cars’ and ensure rural 
communities have a PCSO or police 
officer they can get to know who 
will understand the local area and 
feedback information. 

Throughout the last year, I have 
also invested in technology such 
as drones to assist your Country 

Watch teams to make it easier for 
them to detect and prevent crimes 
from happening. 

I also know that with the cost of 
living increasing, there is a real 
concern that crime will go up. 

That’s why I am committed to 
ensuring rural communities get 
the service from the police they 
deserve, especially in uncertain 
times. By increasing the number 
of police officers across the two 
counties, investing in technology 
and increasing the visibility of the 
rural policing teams, we will make 
rural communities safer.

WORKING TOGETHER TO PREVENT 
CRIME IN RURAL COMMUNITIES

Donna Jones
Police and Crime Commissioner

FARMING WELLBEING SURVEY 
2022 6
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Country Watch were notified by Basingstoke 
and Deane Borough Council of incidents 
of night hawking having occurred over the 
summer months in public and unpatrolled 
areas within the district. 

Night-hawking is a criminal offence, whereby 
historic artefacts are uncovered through 
metal detecting without permission of the 
landowner or on prohibited land such as 
Scheduled Monuments.

These are often sold unlawfully, without 
registering the find with the Coroner’s Office 
within 14 days of the aretefacts being located. 
 
Organised Crime Groups operate nationally to 
detect valuable historic items which are then 
traded in return for criminal cash. 

The Country Watch team working in 
partnership with Operation OPAL (West 
Mercia Police), Historic England and 
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council have 
produced crime prevention signage to display 
within the affected public areas to educate 
and raise awareness of this criminal offence. 

Education is seen as best practise nationally 
as a first step to tackle this particular crime 
type.

Many landowners have ancient monuments 
and archaeological areas in or near their 
property.

Whist, any work carried out on a scheduled 
monument without consent should be 
reported to English Heritage.

The vast majority of metal detector users are 
law-abiding people and will only detect and 
search for objects on land where they have 
the landowner’s permission.

Police Sergeant Stuart Ross said “Night-
hawking is not a common offence we see 
within Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, 
however nationally, this can be very much 
linked to organised crime. 

"Criminals will make significant amounts of 
money from selling these historic artefacts 
without correctly registering the find which is 
illegal.

"Therefore we will continue to work with our 
partners to deter those who target locations 
within our policing area.”

Theft or criminal damage involving a 
monument, or an archaeological area should 
be reported to Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Constabulary as soon as possible either via 
999 if a crime is in progress, or by calling 101 
if the offenders are no longer on the scene. 

Likewise, you can report these offences via 
the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Constabulary 
website or via the 

If possible, a report should include a time, 
date, location, description of offenders and 
associated vehicles.

***  
Guidance from the National Council for 
Metal Detecting

• Do not trespass. Obtain permission 
before venturing on to any land.

• Do not leave a mess or an unsafe surface 
for those who may follow. It is perfectly 
simple to extract a coin or other small 
object buried a few inches below the 
ground without digging a large hole.

• Do not disturb any finds such as live 
ammunition or lethal objects like 
unexploded bombs or mines. Mark the 
site carefully and report the find to the 
local police and landowner.

• Respect the Country Code, leave gates 
and property as you find them and do 
not damage crops, frighten animals or 
disturb nesting birds.

For more information, please visit the National 
Council for Metal Detecting website. 

Historic artefacts are reportedly being uncovered illegally in Basingstoke and Deane; we hear from 
CountryWatch Sergeant Stu Ross about night-hawking and tips for detecting safely and legally 

NIGHT HAWKING AND HERITAGE CRIMES COMMITTED 
IN BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE IN RECENT MONTHS
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Rise in cooking oil thefts across 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight. 

In comparing data up until July of this 
year across Hampshire & Isle of Wight, as 
a police Force we are seeing a threefold 
increase in cooking oil thefts when 
compared to last year.

As well as oil drums being stolen, we 
know that there are individuals linked to 
organised crime who are using falsified 
identification or fake business details 
to fraudulently collect oil, which is then 
processed into bio-fuel and sold on.

However, please be aware that there 
are legitimate companies who collect 
cooking oil from businesses. 

We have some advice below from 
Secured by Design about implementing 
security measures around this crime 
type:

• Check you are using a legitimate 
waste collection company. Be wary 
of bogus collectors touting for their 
business.

• Check any ID and make sure they 
are legitimate before handing over 
your oil. The waste carrier should be a 
Registered Waste Carrier listed with the 
Environment Agency.

• Inform and train your staff to be 
vigilant and challenge suspicious 
people on the premises.

• If possible, store new and used oils 
indoors.

• If you are using an external shed or 
container make sure it’s secure with a 
SBD approved hasp and staple with a 
heavy duty padlock

• Where possible, restrict vehicle 
access to waste fuel areas with the 
introduction of bollards barriers or a 
security fence.

• Look out for each other and be a 
good neighbour; talk with neighbouring 
businesses, share information and 
consider joining the local Pub Watch or 
Business Watch schemes

It is also worth considering the 
installation of CCTV and alarm systems, 
and checking oil levels regularly.

You can read more detailed information 
about security measures, and about 
cooking oil theft generally, on the 
Secured by Design website, or on the 
National Business Crime Centre website.  
 
Some links below:

https://nbcc.police.uk/.../Cooking%20
Oil%20Theft%20FINAL.pdf 

https://www.securedbydesign.com/.../
theft-of-cooking-oil 

If you have information about this type 
of crime, report it to us on 101 or via 
the report tool on the www.hampshire.
police.uk website.

Dial 999 if a crime is in progress.

**** 
Rural Wellbeing and Farming Support 
Contacts Directory

We wanted to share with local farmers 
and residents living in rural areas across 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight a really 
handy document full of useful contacts 
(phone numbers, email address & 
websites) for rural wellbeing voluntary 
advice, support agencies and regulatory 
bodies. 

To access the the directory please visit 
the dedicated pages on the Hampshire 
Council website.

*** 
Public urged to be aware of Ofgem 
scam emails as the cost of living crisis 
continues

Action Fraud - the UK's national reporting 
centre for fraud and cyber crime - is 
warning members of the public to be 
aware of a recent email scam focusing 
on rising energy prices. 

Unfortunately, many of us will have been 
impacted by the rise in energy prices 
which took place at the beginning of 
October 2022.  

 

At the beginning of September, more 
than 1,500 reports were made to the 
National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) 
about scam emails purporting to be 
about energy rebates from Ofgem, the 
independent energy regulator for Great 
Britain.

 
How to protect yourself

• If you have any doubts about a 
message, contact the organisation 
directly.

• Don’t use the numbers or 
address in the message – use the 
details from their official website. 
Remember, your bank (or any other 
official source) will never ask you 
to supply personal information via 
email.

• If you have received an email which 
you’re not quite sure about, forward 
it to report@phishing.gov.uk. Send 
us emails that feel suspicious, even 
if you're not certain they're a scam - 
we can check.

Follow the Take Five to Stop Fraud 
advice:

STOP: Taking a moment to stop and 
think before parting with your money or 
information could keep you safe.

CHALLENGE: Could it be fake? It’s ok to 
reject, refuse or ignore any requests. 
Only criminals will try to rush or panic 
you.

PROTECT: Contact your bank 
immediately if you think you’ve fallen for 
a scam and report it to Action Fraud.

As always, if you believe you or a friend / 
relative is being scammed, please report 
this to police by calling 101.

If it is an emergency, please dial 999 
immediately. 

CRIME PREVENTION ADVICE

© Action Fraud

https://www.ncmd.co.uk/
https://www.ncmd.co.uk/
https://nbcc.police.uk/.../Cooking%20Oil%20Theft%20FINAL.pdf 
https://nbcc.police.uk/.../Cooking%20Oil%20Theft%20FINAL.pdf 
https://www.securedbydesign.com/.../theft-of-cooking-oil 
https://www.securedbydesign.com/.../theft-of-cooking-oil 
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/public-health/rural-wellbeing-contacts-directory.pdf
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/public-health/rural-wellbeing-contacts-directory.pdf


• There were varying levels of awareness 
about farming support and mental 
wellbeing services on offer. Apart from NFU 
and Young Farmers, very few had used 
other support such as RABI or FCN.

• Farming and Countryside Talks were 
ranked as the top social activity that 
respondents would be interested in, closely 
followed by farm walks. If you would be 
willing to host a farm walk that includes a 
social and wellbeing element please get in 
touch.

• Better broadband access ranked top as a 
farming community requirement, but this 
varies between districts.

• Communication, community development 
and peer support were mentioned as 
the best ways to deliver support. We are 
working hard to communicate our findings 
and next steps across a range of channels.

What next?

In response to these findings a list of 
priorities and actions has been drawn 
together by rural, farming and health 
partners.

Read the new Hampshire Rural Wellbeing 
and Farming Support Directory,

It lists local and national organisations which 
provide information and advice to those 
working in the sector, plus wider social and 
networking opportunities. 

This helps to address our finding that many 
in the sector were unaware of the industry 
support available to them. 

We are printing copies for colleagues to 
share on farm visits, and it is available on 
the Hampshire Rural Crime Partnership 
DISC platform. 

We encourage anyone with farming 
community links to feature this Directory 
on their website, share with rural residents, 
and ensure local rural pubs, community 
spaces and hubs such as farm supply stores 
have a copy for staff/volunteers.  
 
We all have a role to play in supporting 
each other’s wellbeing. It may be during 

a conversation at the most unsuspecting 
moment that signposting someone to 
appropriate advice can really help.

Our work continues to engage with rural 
industry and organisations. If you feel 
you can help support your local farming 
community, or if you are already doing 
something that is working well, the team 
would love to hear from you. Please contact 
Rachel.Wills@hants.gov.uk.

Read the survey results here: Hampshire 
Farmers Wellbeing Survey Results.

Mark Thomas, Head of Services at The 
Farming Community Network (FCN), said: 
The agricultural community is traditionally 
strong and resilient, but there are many 
pressures that can take a toll on people’s 
wellbeing and FCN is here to offer support 
and assistance to all working in farming. 
Our helpline is open every day from 7am 
to 11pm where you can speak to someone 
who understands farming matters and can 
connect you to local help”.  
 
You can contact the FCN Helpline via : 
03000 111 999 or help@fcn.org.uk
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During Spring 2022, 
Hampshire County Council’s 
Trading Standards Animal 
Health team and Public Health 
joined up with the national 
farming support charity, 
Farming Community Network 
(FCN) charity, to launch 
the Hampshire Farming 
Wellbeing Survey. Here, they 
tell Rural Times about why, the 
responses and next steps. 

Why

Trading Standards Animal Health are 
the enforcing authority for animal health 
and welfare compliance; increasingly 
often they support farmers who, due 
to personal and external pressures, are 
struggling to meet requirements. 

The team felt it important to fully 
understand the influencing factors that 
result in their on-farm involvement. By 
exploring root causes of those issues 
and working with partners – such as 
Public Health - to address them, they 
hope to work towards reducing incidents 
and offering cohesive industry support. 

The FCN help to share learning and 
build relationships with statutory, 
supply and voluntary organisations who 
work alongside the farming sector in 
Hampshire. We hope this will result in 
better support provided to all Hampshire 
farmers.

Responses

The survey received over 230 responses 
from the farming community. Over three 
quarters of responses were from males.  
 
This gives valuable insight into a group 
that is statistically at higher risk of suicide 
and typically do not engage with health 
services. 

The survey results provide a wealth of 
information. We are working hard to 
share it with organisations, statutory 
bodies, local authorities and parish 
councils to inform how they can shape 
and improve their interaction with, and 
support for, the farming community 
moving forward.  
 
This support is in relation to both 
industry challenges and wider health 
and wellbeing concerns. The survey 
findings have also been shared with the 
government rural mental health inquiry.

A summary of some key findings:

• It was no surprise to learn that 51% of 
respondents reported working over 45 
hours per week. This meant for some 
there was little time for social events 
or prioritising their own health and 
wellbeing.

• Respondents had a higher than 
average Low Mental Health score (17% 
vs 15% nationally, based on the Short 
Warwick-Edinburgh Mental Wellbeing 
Scale). These scores varied according to 

district, marital status, length of time in 
the farming industry, and farm type, with 
some scoring higher 'Low Mental Health' 
than others.

• Female respondents, those farming 
livestock, those aged 45-54, and those 
working 61+ hours per week were found 
to be more likely to score as possibly/
probably depressed. We therefore know 
we need to target support at these 
groups.

• Respondents told us they were more 
worried about their family members’ 
mental and physical health, and the 
financial health of the farm, than their 
own health and wellbeing. 

• In terms of external factors affecting 
their wellbeing, rural crime ranked higher 
than any other factor.  
 
Brexit, climate change, Covid-19, farm 
assurance inspections and health and 
safety factors all ranked similarly.  
 
This was reflected by 75% of 
respondents saying they would like to 
hear more about the support available 
to combat rural crime. We are linked with 
the rural crime team to address how to 
deliver this – this article is the start of this 
partnership.

• Other topics farmers would like further 
support on include national policy 
changes, financial support, what social 
events there are, succession planning 
and climate change.

HAMPSHIRE FARMING WELLBEING SURVEY 2022 
RESULTS REVEALED 
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The Country Watch team 
recetly joined up with the 
Metropolitan Police in 
Tottenham, North London 
on 30 September to target 
and disrupt those involved 
offences including rural 
burglary, theft of quad-
bikes / ATVs, thefts of 
power tools and farm 
equipment. 

Country Watch are currently investigating 
offences involving an Organised Crime 
Group. 

Police enquires led them to North 
London, where two men of Romanian 
nationality, aged 32 and 46 years old, 
were questioned for their involvement 
in stolen plant machinery from Farnham, 
Hampshire in June 2022. 

The two men have since been released 
under investigation whilst enquires 
continue.

A further man, a 24-year-old from North 
Hampshire, was arrested the same day 
(30 Sept) by Hampshire’s Country Watch 
team in connection with this offence and 
released under investigation pending 
further enquires.

Police Sergeant Stuart Ross said “We will 
continue to focus heavily on Organised 
Crime within the Rural and those 

engaged within this network of criminality 
will feel the full force of disruption from 
my team. 

"Working with colleagues in other force 
areas is fantastic not only to experience 
a different aspect of policing but to also 
build good working relations to target 
those who cause us the most harm. 

"We recognise the impact this has on our 
communities therefore it remains priority 
to invest our time and effort on these 
criminal groups”.

 
Whilst back within Hampshire, Sgt Stu 
Ross and his teams continue to make 
positive efforts to combat theft of quad 
bikes and ATVs in rural communities.

Our officers have conducted a number 
of targeted operations in rural areas in 
recent weeks and months that has been 
supported by our Country Watch team, 
Response and Patrol, Neighbourhood 
Policing Teams, along with our 
neighbouring forces.

This is all in an attempt to disrupt and 
dismantle organised crime gangs who 
are operating cross-border to locate 
and steal quad bikes, ATVs, plant and 
agricultural machinery, as well as power 
tools and other vehicles from rural 
locations. 

If you, or local residents, see anything 
suspicious then please call 101, or report 
it via Hampshire Constabulary’s online 
reporting tool. 

As always, if a crime is in progress, then 
please dial 999 immediately.

Crime prevention advice

We have provided some simple crime 
prevention advice for those in our rural 
communities to protect their equipment. 

• No vehicles should be left in a 
visible place when not in use.

• When vehicles or plant equipment 
are kept outside they should be 
locked and the keys secured in your 
possession or in a locked key safe.

• Consider the use of hitch locks, 
wheel clamps or ground anchors. 
You may require a combination 
of the above to meet insurance 
requirements

• Property, including vehicles, should 
be uniquely marked, photographed 
and recorded somewhere safe. This 
should include serial, chassis and 
model numbers.

"WE CONTINUE TO DISRUPT ORGANISED CRIMINAL 
GANGS INVOLVED IN RURAL CRIME" 
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In 2019, after an absence of 240 years 
in the south of England, the Roy Dennis 
Wildlife Foundation and Forestry England 
released six juvenile white-tailed eagles on 
the Isle of Wight, under licence from Natural 
England and NatureScot. 

The project aims to release 60 birds over a 
five-year period, with 25 released to date. 

White-tailed eagles have thrilled bird  
watchers across the country and captured 
the imagination of those that hadn’t  
necessarily thought of England as an  
exciting place for nature.

As a project team we have been closely 
monitoring the released birds to collect  
evidence of how they are living in the  
landscape, particularly understanding their 
diet.  
 
Studies from similar types of  
landscapes in lowland Europe suggest that 
a mix of waterbirds and fish, such as grey 
mullet and gulls, are likely to be the most 
popular food. 

White-tailed eagle diet studies often focus 
on prey remains and “coughed up” pellets 
that can be examined to see what the  
animal has been eating but this approach 
seldom explains how these prey items  
ended up being eaten in the first place.  
 
The project’s diet study has set about  
answering both what eagles eat and how 
they get it. This entails spending many 
hours in the field simply watching these 
amazing birds.  
 
Since 2019 we have collected an incredible 
345 observations, comparable to similar 
studies of these birds in Europe.  
 
We have recorded over 61 different species 
of prey. Birds feature most regularly making 
up 34% of all prey items were birds, with 
gulls making up the largest proportion of 
this group.  
 
Mammals are important too, contributing 
27% of diet – with rabbits and hares making 
up 70% of all mammal meals. 

Looking at the data by age of the eagles we 
can see that mammals feature less in the 
diet of the older individuals.  
 
Birds approaching breeding age (4/5yrs old) 
preferentially take fish and cuttlefish when 
available, which only represents 24% of diet 
overall, but in older individuals (3yrs+) this 
makes up 40% of all diet items.

Our study has also helped us to better 
understand the feeding strategies of these 
birds. There are three ways white-tailed 
eagles can acquire prey – through direct 
predation, feeding on carrion or by  
stealing items from other predators.  
 
The data demonstrates that all age classes 
can take live prey, but that for younger  
individuals, carrion is more important – 
making up more than a third of diet across 
their first two years.  
 
Carrion appears less prominently in birds 
aged three years old and by four years old 
carrion represents less than 10% of diet. 
 
Piracy on the other hand, becomes  
increasingly important – older birds spot 
opportunities to steal from other predatory 
birds, species like grey heron are  
particularly vulnerable when trying to swal-
low large fish.

The study is ongoing with our evidence and 
data continuing to grow, as does our  
understanding of how white-tailed eagles 
are living in southern England.

Regular updates are available on the  
Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation website and 
via Twitter (@RoyDennisWF) or Instagram  
(@seaeaglengland).

WHITE-TAILED EAGLE STUDY REVEALS KEY DIET 
AND PREDATION OBSERVATIONS ON ISLE OF WIGHT

Rural Times hears from Forestry England's White-tailed eagle Project Officer Steve Egerton-Read 
around the local project to reintroduce the birds on our shores and key findings from the project 
concernign their diet and predation. Here, Steve tells us more... 

© Ainsley Bennett

© Ainsley Bennett

Sgt Stu Ross, Hants Police CountryWatch 
officers and Metropolitan Police officers 
during a recent operation in North London

http://www.roydennis.org 
https://twitter.com/RoyDennisWF
https://www.instagram.com/seaeagleengland/
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After finishing Autumn land work and the 
sowing of arable crops, during the winter 
months, farming activies in the fields slows 
down. 

This is the ideal time for farmers to carry out 
maintenance to hedges, fences and ditches 
along with farm buildings and winter servicing 
of machinery.  

Dairy and beef cows are housed for the 
Winter and cows in an Autumn calving pattern 
will be mated.    

 

By the arrival of the New Year, farmers are 
preparing for the early lambing season to 
start, and by February will be looking to 
forward to sowing early potato crops and 
preparing machinery for sowing cereals, in the 
early to mid-Spring.   
 
Vegetable farmers will have their Winter 
months filled with harvesting root vegetables, 
such as Turnips, Parsnips Leeks, cabbage 
and expected staple in December, Brussel 
sprouts!  

It is during these Winter months, of shorter 
days and inclement weather, farmers 
experience more thefts of equipment and 
farm machinery from yards and barns. 

Thieves use the good opportunity of darkness 
and windy nights to mask their criminal 
activities.  

The aftermath of such raids on farm buildings 
causes a tremendous amount of damage to 
buildings, gates and fences, and risk of injury 
or death to livestock, in their determination to 
extract their ill-gotten spoils.  

Farmers are then further hindered by 
being left with little, or no equipment to 
feed animals and carry out essential daily 
husbandry.   

Plant and agricultural machinery theft is an 
estimated £1 million a week headache for the 
construction and agricultural industry and its 
insurers. 

The CESAR Scheme was established in 2008 
and the industry has united behind this official 
construction and agricultural equipment 
security and registration scheme.

The Plant Equipment Identification Guide is 
available online via the CESAR website. 

In order to prevent farmers from becoming 
victims of crime, especially during the winter 
months, we have provided a few key crime 
prevention tips below:

Security marking

• Use property marking to uniquely 
mark all types of property; include your 
postcode and property name or number 
in a non-obvious place.

• Popular options include stamping, 
etching, UV marking and DNA products.

Tracker and data tagging:

• Consider fitting a tracking device or a 
data tagging chip.

• Your insurance company can provide 
advice on suitable products.

Dot Peen Property Marking

The Country Watch Team have been trained 
to use Dot Peen property marking equipment 
to mark items such as equestrian tack and 
other equipment, quad bikes, power tools, 
garden tools and more. 

For information on having property marked 
please email:property.marking@hampshire.
police.uk.

Ruth Harper-Adams of Test Valley FarmWatch discusses with Rural Times the issues faced by 
farmers in Test Valley and the rest of Hampshire as the winter months begin to take their toll.

THE FARMER'S YEAR - A WINTER UPDATE FROM 
TEST VALLEY FARMWATCHRURAL AREAS PROVIDE "RICH PICKINGS DURING 

WINTER MONTHS - PLEASE REMAIN VIGILANT"
With dark nights 
increasingly upon us, 
rural areas can provide 
rich pickings for criminals 
so the Country Land and 
Business Association (CLA) is 
encouraging communities to 
remain vigilant.

While the cost of rural crime dipped 
slightly overall during the pandemic, 
indications reveal that the first quarter of 
2022 has seen thieves making up for lost 
time. And with the cost of living crisis biting 
and prices of essential farm equipment 
and fuel soaring, incidents could rise in the 
months ahead – now is the time to act to 
protect homes, land and property.

The cost of agricultural vehicle theft claims 
stands at more than £9m a year in the 
UK, as organised criminal gangs target 
farmyards for high-value tractors, GPS 
systems and trailers. Quad and ATV theft 
cost £2m, with incidents usually peaking 
between September and December.

CLA South East represents farmers, 
landowners and rural businesses across 
Hampshire, the Isle of Wight and beyond.

Regional Director Tim Bamford said: “We 
might be approaching the season of 
goodwill, but criminals will think nothing of 
taking advantage of this time of year.

“Under reporting makes rural crime figures 
look less of a problem and this reduces 
the likelihood of police resources being 
focused on the issue, so we would urge 
any victims to report their experiences, 
including any suspicious activity, to the 
police.”

Here are some of our tips:

Homes: Do not leave any keys in sight 
of doors and windows (which should be 
locked). It is not uncommon for thieves to 
‘fish’ for keys through letter boxes or small 
open windows.

Oil theft: Basic security measures such as 
making the tank difficult to access, well-lit 
and locked can discourage the potential 
thief.

Online fraud: Watch out for fraudsters 
telephoning and posing as your bank 
or another trusted organisation. The 
message is clear: never give personal or 
bank details over the phone even if you 
think it is genuine.

Poaching and wildlife crime: At this time 
of year, food rises to the top of everyone’s 
wish list and poachers are no exception, 
so make sure it is difficult for them to 
access your land. 

As well as the damage caused to property 
and wildlife, any meat or fish sold on could 
be unfit for human consumption. 

So be sure that you know where your food 
comes from. Do not challenge poachers 
yourself but call the police.

Business burglary: Criminals know many 
businesses close over the holidays, so 
double check all doors and windows are 
locked, set alarms and make sure security 
lights are working. 

Fly-tipping: Over the festive season all 
that Christmas wrapping, trees and old 
white goods and electrical items need to 
be disposed of, but unfortunately some 
people do not wish to pay or simply 
cannot be bothered to dispose of such 
waste responsibly. 

Fly-tipping can also be on an industrial 
scale and contain dangerous and 
hazardous items, so please report any 
incidents to the police if in progress or 
your local authority.

If you see anything suspicious, or are 
a victim of crime it is vital you report 
it by calling police on 101 or 999 in an 
emergency.

For more information about the CLA and 
its workfollow @CLASouthEast on Twitter.

https://cesarscheme.org/
mailto:property.marking%40hampshire.police.uk?subject=
mailto:property.marking%40hampshire.police.uk?subject=
https://twitter.com/CLASouthEast
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Chair of the Hampshire 
Ornithological Society, Keith 
Betton, tells Rural Times 
that we're losing Willow 
Warblers, but gaining Little 
Egrets, on Hampshire 
shores due to impacts of 
global warming. 

For many years the Willow Warbler has 
been a moderately common summer 
migrant to areas of Hampshire and the 
Isle of Wight, favouring scrubby areas of 
farms and woodland edges. 

But something is happening. Our Willow 
Warblers are disappearing, and declines 
have been reported from all southern 
counties. 

New research implicates rising 
temperatures in the steep decline of 
the species. In fact Willow Warblers are 
now doing better in Scotland, where 
temperatures are cooler. 

Recent analysis by the British Trust for 
Ornithology have revealed that Willow 
Warbler numbers across the UK fell 
by 41% between 1994 and 2018 but 
increased by 77% in Scotland. 

It is understood that Willow Warblers 
like mean breeding season temperature 
was of 11°C , but in England that is now 
12.7°C, but only 10.2°C in Scotland. 

Changes like these can have impacts 
including producing a mismatch between 
the food requirements of young birds 
and insect abundance. 

With global temperatures forecast to 
keep rising, studies like this demonstrate 
the importance of long-term monitoring 
to ensure conservation measures are 
targeted effectively.  

While we are losing our Willow Warblers, 
we have gained Little Egrets in the last 30 
years. 

Anyone visiting the coastal marshes 
cannot fail to have noticed the white 
heron-like birds that often completely 
ignore us, allowing approach two within 
20 feet. 

These attractive birds arrived from the 
Continent in the early 1990s and have 
stayed, breeding alongside Grey Herons 
in several places. 

Indeed, other egret species have arrived 
from Europe in recent years – including 
Great White Egrets and Cattle Egrets.  

The impact of global warming

Climate change is bringing many changes 
to our wildlife. 

Some of these are negative as we see 
species decline, but some like our much 
warmer summers and winters. 

They are Mediterranean species that 
have decided to expand their ranges. 

Overall, most species of birds are 
likely to move their distribution ranges 
northwards over the next century – 
perhaps by as much as 300 miles. Let’s 
hope the winners exceed the losers. 

The Hampshire Ornithological Society 
(HOS) is a charitable organisation seeking 
to advance the education of the public in 
all aspects of ornithology.

They also aim to promote research into 
ornithology and routinely publish study 
results. 

Whilst support and encourage the 
preservation and conservation of wild 
birds and places of ornithological interest.

SOME LIKE IT HOT - AND SOME DON'T!

© Keith Betton
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The New Forest is a Special Protection Area 
for birds due to the wide range of species 
which live or visit here, attracted by the mix 
of carefully managed habitats. 

Here Andy Page, Forestry England's Head of 
the Keeper team shares a few highlights from 
this year’s breeding season.

"I’ve been monitoring wildlife in the New Forest for over 35 years. 
From years spent working here we tend to know the areas the 
birds prefer and how they might respond to habitat management, 
and seasonal weather fluctuations.  
 
"I have been struck by how fewer and fewer of our summer 
migrants seem to arrive each year, emphasising the changing world 
around us and the perils of long-distance migration. However, it 
also highlights the value of the long-term monitoring of key species 
we undertake, enabling us to detect and quantify these changes.

"It can be extremely hard to locate certain species, and a lot of 
patience is required!

"Watching the birds for signs of courtship behaviour, observing 
nesting activity, chick feeding and listening to different calls and 
communication between the birds all offer vital clues in assessing 
where the birds are and how they are faring. And we can increase 
our chances by going at the best times of day, usually early 
morning. 

"We are also assisted by technology, using hidden cameras, satellite 
tracking, ringing and thermal imaging to help us better understand 
the threats and issues they face.

"We meet many people when out on the Forest, and it’s been 
extremely positive to see a growing awareness amongst the 
public of the current plight of many of our bird species and an 
understanding of how they can help by sticking to the main tracks 
and importantly keeping dogs under close control. 

By working together, we can achieve the governments nature 
recovery aims and halt the further decline of once common 
species.

Mixed fortunes

Our observations through 2022 suggest it was a mixed breeding 
season this year.

With such a hot and dry spell through spring and summer, it 
appeared good conditions for raising young. However, the hard 
baked ground made finding food difficult for species like thrushes 
and blackbirds that probe for worms and invertebrates. Out on the 
wetlands and mires of the Forest snipe seemed in good numbers 
and the early nesting lapwing had a much better season with a 
good number of chicks reaching fledging as they were able to 
take advantage of the good weather before the ground dried out 
completely later in the season. Other early heathland nesters the 
woodlark and stonechat also took advantage of the good spring 
weather, and I observed numerous broods of fledged chicks.

Unfortunately, numbers of the endangered curlew remain critically 
low, as do redshank.

In contrast the nightjar, another ground-nesting bird which fly here 
from Africa to breed seem to have fared well and being an insect 
eater were not adversely affected by the weather.

Key New Forest woodland species including goshawks, hawfinch 
and firecrest all seemed to do well again this year.

Changing of the seasons

The end of the main bird breeding season doesn’t signal quieter 
times ahead. The New Forest has such diverse habitats including 
wetlands, heathlands and woodlands that many different species of 
birds come here to over-winter.

Autumn is a time for making the most of nature’s natural bounty. 
Flocks of small songbirds like chaffinch mix with their returning 
winter cousin the brambling, taking the opportunity to feast on 
beech mast in the woodlands.

OBSERVATIONS FROM NEW FOREST GROUND-
NESTING BIRD BREEDING SEASON 

© Forestry England

© Keith Betton
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RURAL ROUND-UP

As the hours of darkness get longer, Hants 
Police, along with a number of New Forest 
organisations who make up the Animal Accident 
Reduction Group, are reminding drivers on 
Forest roads to take extra care and remember 
to 'Pass Wide and Slow'.

It follows the first anniversary of ‘Operation 
Mountie’, a joint initiative set up in November 
2021 to reduce aninmal deaths and collisions 
on New Forest roads. 

Police and partner organisations have stopped 
155 speeding vehicles during this time, one 
of which was driving at 70mph in a 40mph 
area. Some of those stopped are given tickets 
or other enforcements, and others are given 
education about driving to the conditions.

In a recent operation (1 Nov) - which conincided 
with the anniversary of the first Op Mountie 
operation - police and partner organisations 
were joined by Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Police and Crime Commissioner Donna Jones 
and her Deputy, Terry Norton (see below). 
 

 
 
 
Police Sergeant Carl Peverill said: “Firstly, I 
would like to acknowledge the fantastic work 
and input from our partners – including 
Forestry England, New Forest National Park 
Authority – as well as the dedicated volunteers 
at the New Forest Roads Awareness.

“This multi-agency approach has ensured that 
we’ve achieved what we had set out to do, 
which was to reduce the number of animal 
casualties on New Forest roads, whilst also 
playing a key role in reducing the number of 
incidents that local agisters needed to attend. 

"Driving conditions throughout the year change 
and can have a significant impact on Forest 
roads especially during hours of darkness and 
in poor weather. Remember, a speed limit is 
exactly that – a limit. Not a target."

As a local resident, you can play a key 
role in helping us to prevent and detect 
crime in rural areas.

Improving the flow of information 
between the local community and the 
police is vital to achieving our aim to 
work together to deter criminals.

By signing up to Hampshire Alerts, you 
will receive timely updates covering 

crime prevention advice, crime alerts  
and witness appeals for incidents.

It is your way of being kept informed 
of what we’re doing in the community, 
allowing us to keep the communities of 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight safe.

Click here to sign-up to receive regular 
Hampshire Alerts.

WANT TO STAY INFORMED? REGISTER FOR HAMPSHIRE ALERTS

1-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF OPERATION 

TO REDUCE ANIMAL DEATHS AND 

COLLISIONS ON NEW FOREST ROADS

Two men and a child have been 
convicted of numerous rural offences 
following an investigation by Hampshire-
based Country Watch officers. 

Mark Mosley, aged 28, of Broom Field 
in Lightwater, Surrey and John Quilligan, 
aged 20 of Cambridge Road, London – 
along with a 17-year-old boy - pleaded 
guilty and were convicted of hunting 
offences following an incident in 
Ovington in early January of this year. 

Appearing at Basingstoke Magistrates 
Court on Wednesday 2 November, the 
court heard how two 4x4 vehicles were 
seen in a field off Lovington Lane just 
before 9pm on Saturday 8 January 2022 
with high powered lights. 

Two vehicles matching the descriptions 
provided by the witnesses were spotted 
covered in mud shortly afterwards by 
police officers in the nearby vicinity. 

One of the vehicles was stopped and 
Mosely, Quilligan and the teenage boy 
were detained. During the search by 
officers a number of items were located 
and seized for evidential purposes, 
including; high-powered lamps, 
numerous dead animals, four dogs, a 
catapult and a knife. 

Whilst the occupants of the other vehicle 
had decamped – officers searched the 
vehicle and located a further dog utilised 
for the hunting offences. 

All three pleaded guilty to offences of 
hunting a wild mammal with a dog, 
criminal damage and possession of an 
offensive weapon. 

In passing sentence on Wednesday 2 
November, the Judge gave the teenager 
a 9-month conditional discharge and 
ordered to pay £85 in court costs and a 
victim surcharge of £17. 

At a previous hearing, Mark Mosley was 
to forfeit ownership of the dogs – along 
with the lamps, vehicle, catapults and 
the knife which were seized. 

He was also ordered to undertake 
120 hours of unpaid work, complete 
rehabilitation activity as well as paying 
court costs of £85 and a £95 victim 
surcharge. 

Whilst at the same hearing, John 
Quilligan received a 12-month 
conditional discharge and ordered to 
pay £40 costs and a victim surcharge 
of £22. 

TRIO CONVICTED OF HARE 
COURSING AND HUNTING 
OFFENCES IN RURAL WINCHESTER
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RURAL ROUND-UP

Country Watch officers played a key role 
in making a significant arrest as part of 
their ongoing operation focused on the 
theft of quad bikes in rural areas. 

It comes after a quad bike was reported 
stolen from Longmoor Road in Liphook 
at around 4.10am on Thursday 28 July.

Police enquiries led officers to searching 
an address in Church Road, Liphook and 
locating a quad bike. 

This was subsequently recovered as part 
of the investigation. 

A 32-year-old man from Liphook was 
arrested on suspicion of burglary and 
was released on conditional bail until 
Thursday 3 November, pending further 
investigation.  
 
Further enquires led officers to arrest 
a 30-year-old man from Surrey on 
suspicion of burglary in relation to the 
same incident.  
 
He has been released on conditional bail 
until Thursday 3 November. 

TWO MEN ARRESTED, AND QUAD BIKE RECOVERED, 
AFTER THEFT IN LIPHOOK

Last month Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Constabulary Acting Chief Constable 
Benjamin Snuggs met with colleagues 
from the National Farmers Union (NFU) 
and the Country Land and Business 
Association (CLA). 

Rural Policing Inspector Korine Bishop 
was also in attendance. 

This was part of an annual meeting held 
between the Constabulary and partners 
to discuss updates on the 2022 farming 
year and the outlook and priorities for the 
next few months. 

They also discussed new legislation 
around hare coursing and livestock 
worrying and how we can all work in 
partnership to tackle rural crime.

The new measures around hare coursing 
have been put in place to strengthen 
law enforcement for hare coursing. This 
has been achieved by increasing the 
maximum penalties for convictions under 
existing legislation within the Police Crime 
Sentencing and Courts Act.  
 
Whilst new criminal offences are being 
introduced, in addition to new powers 
for the courts to disqualify convicted 
offenders from owning or keeping dogs.

It was also an opportunity for partners to 
remind policing that livestock worrying 
offences cause significant impact 
financially to farmer - in order to treat 
injuries or replace the loss of livestock - 
while having a detrimental effect on the 
livestock farming business.

Finally, they were also able to discuss how 
they can all work together, in partnership, 
to disseminate information and tackle 
rural crime and anti-social behaviour in 
our rural areas. 

At the top of this particular agenda was 
incidents such as speeding and animal 
casualties, theft of machinery and animal 
worrying. 

Rural Policing Inspector, Korine Bishop, 
said: “We are really pleased to be working 
closely with our partners NFU and the 
CLA. 

“The impact of rural crime across our 
local communities is not lost on us, and 
we want to do everything that we can to 
prevent residents from becoming victims 
of crime. By working in close partnership, 
we want to ensure that we have a joined 
up approach to tackling criminality in rural 
areas and bringing those responsible to 
justice – including those involved in cross-
border organised crime.”

HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT CONSTABULARY  
ACTING CHIEF CONSTABLE MEETS RURAL PARTNERS

Officers from the Countrywatch team 
investigating the death of a falcon 
have summoned a man to court for 
an offence under the Animal Welfare 
Act 2006.  
 
It comes after a falcon, used at 
Southampton General Hospital as 
a pest control measure, was fatally 
injured in the garden of a residential 
property on Coxford Road at around 
10.30am on Monday 4 July. 

A 65-year-old man from 
Southampton has been summoned 
to Southampton Magistrates Court to 
face charges of causing unnecessary 
suffering to a protected animal. 

MAN SUMMONED TO 
FACE ANIMAL WELFARE 
CHARGES

An increase in the number of detections 
of avian influenza (bird flu) in wild birds 
and on commercial premises has led to 
Chief Veterinary Officers to declare an 
Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) 
across Great Britain to mitigate the 
risk of the disease spreading amongst 
poultry and captive birds.

There is now a legal requirement for all 
bird keepers in Great Britain to follow 
strict biosecurity measures to help 
protect their flocks from the threat of 
avian flu.

Poultry keepers and members of 
the public should consult the latest 
Government guidance to check the 
latest threshold for reporting dead wild 
birds to the Defra helpline on 03459 335 
577. 

People are advised not touch or pick 
them up.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
DECLARES AVIAN 
INFLUENZA 
PREVENTION ZONES

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu#wildbirds
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu#wildbirds


Contact numbers and locations for our Country Watch officers 
are shown here, should you need to contact them about your 
concerns and issues. Please note that these phone numbers 
should not be used to report crimes. You should call 101 if you 
think an offence has been or is about to be committed, or call 
999 in an emergency. Although our officers are based in the 
locations stated, they have a countywide responsibility and can 
help you with any issue.

Meet the team

HAMPSHIRE

Register at www.hampshirecountrywatch.co.uk

Receive FREE crime and community
information about where you live

Insp Korine Bishop
07880 056657

Sgt Stuart Ross 
07970 145099

PC Lee Stanbrook 
07775 543719

Special Sergeant
Shane Phillips

Special Constable 
Phil Keeling

07392 289634

PCSO 
Justin Keefe

PCSO 
Cat Quinn

Police Staff Investigator
 Anna Presswell

07469 562221

Bishop’s Waltham

PC Ian Bassett
07775 537382

PC Nick Atkins

PC Matt Thelwell
 07392 314410

PCSO 
Karen Allen 

PCSO 
Kevin Cooke 

PC Martin Egerton 
07968 098006

Sgt Adam Brown 
07795 051050

Isle of Wight

PC Amy Giraudet
07787 004801

PC Will Butcher
07775 542982

Tadley

Stockbridge

Hazel Cross
Country Watch

Coordinator

PC Mark Webb

Special Constable 
Alex Corbishley

Special Constable 
Simon Gallear

Lyndhurst

Police Staff Investigator
 Toni Harris

Bordon


